and is moreover adorned with many a lesson; though to
tell it as it should be told would require the most sweet-
voiced poet. But where is there anyone like Firdawsi or
like Jami whose fame will be high in either world? Although
Hamdi himself is weak and a stammerer in verse, yet as his
plight has been that of Joseph, he had resolved to attempt
his history when of a sudden he received a draught from
Jamf. l And so his own poem is in part translation, in part
parallel. He then prays that for the love of Joseph God may
deal leniently by him and make his poem a worthy memento'
so that his name may be remembered like those of his
illustrious predecessors.

The story opens with a brief account of the patriarchs
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, through whom the office of the
Prophetship descends to Joseph. This leads up to the birth
of the last-named, who, as well as his brethren, is born in
Syria, whither his father Jacob has fled for fear of his brother
Esau. After the birth of his children Jacob returns to Canaan,
where he makes his peace with Esau, and where 'Rachel,
Joseph's mother, dies in giving birth to Benjamin.

Joseph, as we have already seen, is described as the most
lovely of all human beings, and Hamdf here interrupts his
story to repeat the legend that on his creation, the eyes of
Adam were opened so that he beheld in the Spirit World
the whole multitude of his descendents, when, on looking
down the long ranks, his gaze fell upon a youth of such
exceeding beauty that in love and wonder he asked of God
who yon might be; whereupon the answer came that yon
was Joseph, the flower of Israel, upon whom was conferred
two thirds of the beauty of humanity; the remaining third
(such was the inference) being for distribution among all
the rest of mankind.

1 i. e. he saw Jdmi's poem and received inspiration therefrom.